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the custom* The islanders often preferred to admit a crime
even when innocent, for they knew from experience that a
denial would merely end in a still heavier punishment. A
regime of fear prevailed, the fear of the uneducated for men
whom they felt in their ignorance to be superior to them* The
gendarmes word was law because he was feared. Each in his
own district performed as well the functions and duties of
mayor, attorney, beach-master, bailiff, and tax-collector.
The ban on the sale of alcohol to the islanders was of
comparatively recent introduction* The white settlers found
themselves the poorer from the loss of a profitable trade while
the islanders, as a result, were possessed of only one idea. They
alone came under the ban, for the white population, and any
negroes who were there, might buy and consume as much
intoxicating liquor as they wished. The islanders consequently
took to the drinking of scents, such as lavender water, and to
brewing kava and other drinks in the mountains illicitly*
Gauguin's case was a thorough denunciation of the legal
system as it operated* He gave examples of the disproportionate
fines that sometimes in a year amounted to more than half
as much again as the whole revenues of a valley and demanded
an enquiry into many points that he raised* He levelled many
accusations at the gendarme of Atuana whom he labelled as
"coarse, ignorant, licentious and ferocious in the performance
of his duties/'
At the same time he sent a copy of the document to Paris
to Charles Morice with a request that it should be published
at once in the French Press with as strong a protest as possible*
If he succeeded in calling attention to the state of affairs in
the Marquesas he hoped that the abuses would in time be
remedied* He was so completely identified with the islanders
in spirit that he felt it to be his duty to take up their cause.
He, as the only "savage" who was yet aware of the proper
working of justice, could not do otherwise.
Gauguin had already been in conflict with the gendarme of
the neighbouring valley of Anaiapa over an attempt that that